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You who are young do not mind the thousand little wants
that men of his age are not habituated to; and I, who have
been so many years a vagabond on the face of the earth, have
long since forgotten them; but I have seen people of my age
much discomposed at the absence of long-accustomed trifles;
and though philosophy supports in great matters, it seldom
vanquishes the small everydayisms of life. I say this that
Mary may not urge her father too much to leave England. It
may sound odd, but I can't help thinking that Mrs. Godwin
would enjoy a tour in foreign countries more than he would.
The physical inferiority of women sometimes teaches them to
support or overlook little inconveniences better than men.

" I am very sorry/' she writes to Mary in another letter,
" to find you still suffer from low spirits. I was in hopes the
little boy would have been the best remedy for that Words of
consolation are but empty sounds, for to time alone it belongs
to wear out the tears of affliction. However, a woman who
gives milk should make every exertion to be cheerful on
account of the child she nourishes."

Whether the plan for Godwin's expatriation
was ever seriously proposed to him or not, it was,
at any rate, never carried out. But none the less
for this did the Shelleys live in the shadow of his
gloom, which co-operated with their own pecuniary
strait, previously alluded to, and with the nipping
effects of an unwontedly severe winter, to make
life still difficult and dreary for them.

"Shelley Calderonised on the late weather," wrote Mary to
Mrs. Gisborne; " he called it an epic of rain with an episode
of frost, and a few similes concerning fine weather. We have
heard from England, although not from the Bankers; but
Peacock's letter renders the affair darker than ever. Ah ! my
dear friend, you, in your slow and sure way of proceeding,